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From the Pastor: 

that the days begin to get shorter when the season of Summer begins in The 

Northern Hemisphere? This seems counterintuitive to me. Yes and the same is 

true for the winter solstice. After the shortest day of the year on December 20th 

and/or 21st, the days begin to get longer not shorter through winter in the 

Northern Hemisphere.. 

I find it the same when I live my Christian life. That sometimes it seems coun-

terintuitive that when things are bad I feel I am farther from God than when 

things are good. What I am learning is that God is always with us no matter 

how I feel. I am finding out that sometimes my feelings are right on target and 

other times I am “dead wrong” where my feelings are concerned. I am remind-

ed that the day is the same length, 24 hours, regardless of how much son-sun 

we see. 

Again, I am reminded that God is always with us. So, I declare what scripture 

says, we are to trust God. We are to trust and obey Him in all circumstances. 

We are to do His will and share him with others. As I start my eighth year in vo-

cational ministry and in the middle of my third year at BUMC,I can hardly be-

lieve how fast the time has flown by. Yet I am never surprised at How God de-

livers us again and again in His love, mercy and grace.. 

Thanks be to God that he delivers us from our human choices and saves us 

from ourselves with Mercy and Grace. Again, All Praise and Thanks be to Fa-

ther God in Heaven in The Holy Name of Jesus Christ by The Power of His Ho-

ly Spirit. So let’s celebrate our independence from the law and power of sin and 

death by believing and sharing the Good News of The Gospel message to all 

we meet. This is a great way to show our love for God and neighbor. 

We do this through church at Bridgeport United Methodist. Our 

presence at His church at weekly service and events including Sun-

day breakfast and worship. (Con’t. on Page 3) 
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Choir Practice          8:30 AM 

Fellowship Time     9:15  AM 

Sunday Services    10:00 AM 

Bible School           11:30 AM 

Christ Int’l Church    12:30 PM 

   Food Pantry Reception  

Saturday’s 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

          Prayer Breakfast 

   2nd Saturday at 9:00 AM 

 

 

 At Our Church 

 Special dates 
• Canada Day, July 1, 2022 
• U.S. Independence Day, July 4, 2022 

If there is someone you would like to have added to the 
pray-er chain, just give their name to Judy Rutter. Also, 
for various reasons a name which has been on the list 
may need to be removed to keep the prayer chain cur-
rent. You can contact Judy at (317-694-4994,  
judy.pearson88@yahoo.com )  

 

Church Family, 
It is really a blessing we watch and have Sunday service (remotely) that I 
can see that number of people that are able to see the service online us-
ing YouTube.  

Click here for Bridgeport  
UMC YouTube - 
 Bridgeport UMC Indianapolis 

On Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/Bridgeport-United-Methodist-Church-

156261224432213/ 

Email: prayerlist@smallchurchbigheart.com 
 
Send Letters or Donations to: P.O. Box 420, Plainfield, IN 46168 

Pauline Record 7-1 

Corenia Pitchford 7-3 

Jameson Wheeler 7-3 

Melissa Hanchar 7-4 

Paul Kern  7-4 

Dan Shaw 7-7 

Dale Parker 7-9 

Velma Boyer 7-14 

Colin Bright  7-14 

Eli Reinbold  7-16 

William Huffer 7-21 

Carol Warwick 7-24 

Amanda Phillips 7-28 

Jean Smith 7-31 

Prayers this Week: 
Henry Tipps, Charlie Wilfong, Phyllis Holderfield, Dana 
& KC Sanders, Ted Sample, Wyatt Albright, Riley Good. 

 
Please pray for our Military Men and Women: 
Andrew Adkins, Billie Meyer, Jordan Smyth, 

William Clayton II, Kelly Mathis, Joshua Bates, Alex 
Passarella, D.J. Otis, Chris Truchon, Sean Napier, Francis 

DeLaPaz, Shawn Wells, Avery Williamson 
 

Homebound: 
Eileen Parker, Janet Jones, Larry & Mary Lou Schabeth, 

Leonard  Prator, Kevin O’Neal. 
 

Continued Prayers: 
Alex Heaton, Bill & Jackie Clayton, Dave & Debbie Bald-

er, Iain Spurgin, Jean & Gary Smith, Jeff Catt, Jennifer 
Hall, Kayte Winstead, Kenneth Turpin, Patti Mendel, 

Scott Cline, Sherry Bryant, Paula Cody, Sherry Barnett, 
Pat & Bob Martin, Jim & Shari Hargrave, Ray & Nancy 

Griffith, Charles McKinney, Marilyn Manzenberger, Hai-
ley Bowser, Don & Sarah Willis, David Engles, Betty 

Catt, Pat Adkins, Bill Grant, Birk William, Tyler Swope, 
Jill Jones, Robert Price, Elena Dix, Kyle Lomax, Janice 

Sedam, Judy & Al Shays, Charlie Greenwalt, Kim Loud-
enback, Colton Gist. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7hU4MSEB4zadkeGoJazzfg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.facebook.com/Bridgeport-United-Methodist-Church-156261224432213/
https://www.facebook.com/Bridgeport-United-Methodist-Church-156261224432213/
mailto:prayerlist@smallchurchbigheart.com


Liberty through 
surrender 
 
To non-believers, 
talk of finding free-
dom through com-
plete dependence 
on Jesus must 
sound foolish. How 
can surrendering your 
desires, time, heart — 
indeed, your entire life 
— lead to anything but 
bondage? 

The answer is evident in 
Jesus’ own life and min-
istry, writes Michael Card 
in Immanuel: Reflections 
on the Life of Christ. In a 
twist on Julius Caesar’s 
motto “Veni, vidi, vici” (“I 
came, I saw, I con-
quered”), “Jesus lived by 
the motto, ‘I came, I saw, 
I surrendered,’” Card 
notes. “By living out this 
unorthodox pronounce-
ment, Jesus demonstrat-
ed that what the world 
regards as power is real-
ly impotence. True victo-
ry is only through sur-
render.” 

During the 16
th

 century, 
St. Ignatius of Loyola 
wrote this prayer of sur-
render that’s still rele-
vant today: “Take, O 
Lord, and receive my en-
tire liberty, my memory, 
my understanding and 
my whole will. All that I 
am and all that I possess, 
Thou hast given me: I 
surrender it all to Thee 
to be disposed of ac-
cording to Thy will. Give 
me only Thy love and 
Thy grace; with these I 
will be rich enough and 
will desire nothing more. 
Amen.” 

 
 
 

(Con’t. from Page 1) 

We also have the oppor-

tunity to share at our 

monthly second Satur-

day prayer breakfast, 

this month on July 9th at 

900am to 10am. Please 

come and see for your-

self our prayers being 

answered again and 

again. 

Vacation Bible School 

will be held July 5th 

through 9th from 5pm to 

7:45pm with dinner be-

ing served every night. 

We are still in need of 

adult volunteers as well 

as children ages 4-12. 

Also on Wednesday 

night July 6th, we have 

opened our building to 

host a neighborhood 

crime watch at 7pm. 

These events will be a 

great opportunity to be 

“The Church” and sup-

port each other in Chris-

tian Love. Let’s make 

our presence known by 

our attendance. 

Kim and I want to wish 

everyone a Happy 

Fourth of July as we are 

so thankful to be at 

Bridgeport UMC with 

our church family here. 

It is truly independence 

when we learn to under-

stand that turning over 

our control to dependen-

cy of God through His 

son Jesus Christ that we 

experience our greatest 

liberty. Where the Spirit 

of The Lord is There is 

Liberty. 

Peace, 

Pastor Ken 

Dear Church 
Family ,  
 
For the New Year, we will be working on 
updating and getting a printed directory 
accomplished in the next 90 days. Please get with 
Dave Pearson at the Prayer Breakfast , and make sure 
we have your correct information. A camera will be 
available if you need to update your photo in the Di-
rectory. 

Our church directory is available to view on any 
web  browser! Instant Church Directory — the program 
we  used to build our church directory — has a free 
website to  view our directory online and a Smart 
Phone App  for Apple and Android devices for church 
members to  view our directory on their phones.  

To view the directory online, go to https://  

members.instantchurchdirectory.com/ to log in.  

To download the app to your Apple device, click  here: 
Instant Church Directory on the App Store  (apple.com)  

To download the app to your Android device, click here: 
Instant Church Directory - Apps on Google Play  

You will be asked to enter in your email address as 
it's  listed in our directory. If your email address isn't 
listed in  the directory, let Dave Pearson know ( pear 
son_david_b@yahoo.com , 317-523-1768 ) so it can 
be  added. Once you enter your email address follow 
the di rections on screen to complete the login pro-
cess.  

The first time, click on the “Create a login now” under 
the  Sign In button. Enter your email address and set up 
a  password to be sent an email confirmation.  

 

More  information can be found at http://  

www.InstantChurchDirectory.com/app.  

Once all of the information has been updated, we 
can  create a PDF version of the directory and print it 
for those  who don't use email or a smart phone device. 



 

 

our faith need sincere 
practitioners. Nationally, 
we need a citizenry com-
mitted to making the ide-
als of liberty the practices 
of life in America. Christi-
anity needs followers of 
Jesus committed to mak-
ing the ideals of God’s 
kingdom the practices of 
daily life. 

This is not an either-or 
situation. Christians eve-
rywhere are citizens of 
two countries, one on 
earth and one in eternity. 
The kingdom of God is 
not yet fully come, but it’s 
already in effect. Our two 
citizenships can neither 
be fully united nor fully 
separated. We cannot 
withdraw from the world 
and pretend we are 
somehow dwelling only in 
the kingdom of God now; 
nor can we simply em-
brace the world and as-
sume earthly govern-
ments fulfill God’s will. 
Those are extremes, and 
they are unbiblical. 

—from a sermon by Stan 
Purdum 

Freedom 
 

Each one of us is born 
most free 
And we alone can choose 
To do what God would 
have us do, 
To use what God would 
use. 
 
Or we are also free to 
seek 
The proud and selfish way 
— 
A life where other gods 
come first 
To reign and hold full 
sway. 
 
But when we follow where 
Christ leads, 
We find that freedom’s 
place 
Is really in God’s will for 
us, 
And we have chosen 
GRACE! 

—Peggy Ferrell, Prayers 
and Poems 

Dual citizenship 
 
For Christianity and de-
mocracy to work, both 
need responsible 
citizens. Consider 
what happens to 
a republic when 
its citizens won’t 
run for public of-
fice, won’t vote, 
won’t work for 
the common 
good, duck pay-
ing taxes and mis-
treat others. Now 
consider what 
happens when 
Christians won’t 
volunteer at the 
church, won’t 
give, won’t prac-
tice their faith, 
won’t love their 
neighbors. Both 
our country and 

The soul as soil 
 

 

Gardeners who’ve dealt 
with inhospitable condi-
tions can relate espe-
cially well to Jesus’ para-
ble of the sower. 
Drought, invasive crit-
ters and thorny weeds 
often seem to conspire 
against growers’ efforts. 
Yet when seeds fall on 
“good soil,” the crop 
yield is abundant — up 
to a hundred times what 
was sown (Matthew 
13:8). 

That parable emphasiz-
es the need for hearts to 
be receptive to God’s 
Word. But it’s also a re-
minder to plant Scrip-
ture persistently. Just as 
soil and weather condi-
tions change, so may 
someone’s attitude to-
ward following Jesus. 
Pastor J. Ellsworth Kalas 
writes, “Whenever we 
serve as witnesses to the 
faith, we must do so 
with all earnestness, be-
cause one doesn’t know 
the season in which the 
soul currently abides. 
That uninterested, dis-
tracted or unresponsive 
person may be nearer 
the Kingdom than we — 
or they — realize.” Kalas 
adds, “We dare not give 
up on anyone at any 
time — including our-
selves.” 

 

Oxygen for  
ministry 
 

Flight attendants in-
struct airplane passen-
gers that if oxygen 
masks are needed, we 
should secure our own 
before assisting some-
one else. Why? If we 
aren’t getting enough 
oxygen ourselves, we 
can’t help another 
person for long. 

The Holy Spirit em-
powers Christians for 
ministry — the work of 
loving and caring for 
our neighbors and 
God’s creation. But if 
we aren’t Spirit-fueled 
on an ongoing basis, 
we will soon lack ca-
pacity to serve. This 
may manifest as burn-
out, cynicism, exhaus-
tion or even lack of 
faith. So how to en-
sure we’re breathing 
in the Spirit’s energy 
and guidance instead 
of poor-quality “air”? 

By taking part in cor-
porate worship regu-
larly, immersing our-
selves in the Scriptures 
(devotional reading 
and Bible study), pray-
ing “continually” (1 
Thessalonians 5:17, 
NIV) and spending 
time with Christian 
friends and mentors. 
Opening ourselves to 
the Spirit in these 
ways allows the Breath 
of God to flow into us, 
which in turn empow-
ers us to reach out to 
others in love. 

—Heidi Hyland Mann 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian symbol 

 

FISH—The first letters in 
the Greek phrase “Jesus 
Christ, Son of God, Savior” 
spell ICHTHUS, or fish. 
Early Christians used the 
sign to convey their faith 
and avoid persecution. In 
the gospels, fish are part 
of several miracles. They 
also represent people who 
need to be “caught” for 
Christ. Today, a fish 
bumper sticker is a popu-
lar indicator of Christian 
faith. 

Soul care through 
studying 
 
Summer isn’t often associ-
ated with studying, but it 
can be an ideal time to 
dive into God’s Word. Just 
keep in mind: Studying 
the Bible involves more 
than merely reading the 
words. The process begins 
with a humble spirit to not 
only gain information but 
to let Scripture transform 
you. 

I’ve heard about various 
practices for Bible study. 
Some people set aside a 
special place, with multi-
ple concordances and 
commentaries at their fin-
gertips. I thrive on a bit 
more variety. Comparing a 
couple of Bible transla-
tions and paraphrases 
proves helpful for my 
studies. 

 
 
 
 

Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ.   

The food pantry is still going strong.  Thank 

you for all the donations in helping to feed the 

homeless and families who need a little help.  The 

Food Pantry mission helps several areas in Indianap-

olis.  Some goes to Barnes United Methodist Church, 

Fletcher Place and to the homeless.  Thank you for 

your donations.  

Jewelry will soon be put back out to raise 

funds for Allies.  Human trafficking is a horrible 

crime.  It ruins the life of men, women and children.  

With your support we raised $500.00 last year.  

There will be more information coming regarding the 

other ministries.  

God is Good, All the Time!   

 
+Monetary donations are always welcomed for yarn. 

+Please bring food donations on Sunday or call  
Charlene at 317-506-5462. 

+Indiana United Methodist Children’s Home 
+Operation Christmas Child 

+Fletcher Place 
+Allies/Purchased 

Please pray for these Missions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renovaré, Richard Fos-
ter’s institute that aims to 
help people become 
more like Jesus, advises: 
“It is vital to study not on-
ly books but also those 
things around us such as 
nature, relationships, 
events and cultural val-
ues.” What are the most 
meaningful ways for you 
to study God’s Word? 

—Janna Firestone 



 
Please by the 20th of each month. 

To submit articles or stories please send to  

Dave Pearson 

Pearson_david_b@yahoo.com 

Or 

Liz Hollinger 

lizhollinger17@gmail.com 


